
A
q\/E
hv-f-ry

Norman H. Bangerter

Suzanne Dandoy. M.D., l\l.P.H.
Exeau!ve Director

Kenneth L. Alkema
Directof

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DMSION OF EN!'IRONMENTAL HEALTH

Bureau ol Waler Pollution Control

288 North 1460 Wesl. p.O. 8ox 16690

salt Lake city. ulah 841 1 6-0690

{801 ) 538-61 46

Ip*tf"en*c'rPrznrrafl l\

JflXoro, 16 rsBB 
-11;

Ylf os ', 5u t

Dil'rSlOil 0F
uil,0Au & irii;ini!\Jc

May 5, I9B8

Mr. R. S. Pattison, Manager
Rio Algom Mining Corp.
LaSal- Route
Moab, Utah 84532

Re: UPDES f-ermit Continuance
uT000011I

Dear Mr. Pattison:

We have reviewed your April 20, 1988 letter regarding your intent to continue
the discharge i.dentified b,y the above referenced UPDES permit. We are
concerned that this is the fifth request for an extension of the permit since
the original permit expiration date of June 30, 1986. In our enclosed JuIy
2I, 1986 letter we requested that the company provicie surface and ground water
information if the discharge continued past December 1, 1986. To date we have
not received any of that information. We are stiLL concerned about the
salinity impact of this discharge.

Therefore, if Rio Argom intends to continue operating past Jury 1, 1988, we
request that the company begin in May a monthly streanr flow and totai.
dissolved solids sampling program of East Coyote ttash to ascertain the
salinity impacts. Sampling should include monitoring sites located just
upstream of where the Rio Algom discharge enters the Wash and downstream in
the Wash after complete mixing with the Rio Algom discharge. The past
monitoring program ai.so included sampling sites at the Maple Leaf claims and
at a point 5 I/2 miles downstream of these claims. We request that this
information along with the updated salinity information, estimated water
impacts and proposed continued study plan mentioneo in our July 21, L986
letter (attached), be submitted in writing to this office by June 28, 1988.
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Upon submittal of the acjoitional- inforn:ation as requesteo herein, a further
evaluation will be made as to the appropriateness of any further extension of
this pernit, terminating the permit, or reissuancing a new permit.

Your cooperation in this matter will be appreciated. You may contact this
office at 538-5146 if you desire to disclrss the requests in this letter.

Sincerely,

UTAH WATER POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE
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Don A. 0stler, P.E.
Executive Secretary

SRM: pfalst

Encl-osure

cc: Fred Nelson, Assistant Attorney General
EPA/Denver - Water Management
Sputheastern Utah District Health Dept.

,friL, Gas and Mining

L244-26k


